


























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































J. COLLIN DE PLANCY

animal released or vomited his load. The sorcerer would collect this greenish
excretion in a bowl, keep it in a bottle or in a jug and with it rub the sole of
his feet, the inside of his hands, his face, his breast and his belly so as to fly
away with his toad, who perched on his head or on his neck.

Sometimes, the sorcerer travels on foot. Then, his toad, who comes
before him, makes leaps that, in a few minutes, take both travelers over huge
distances. Yet, this way to travel only takes place at night, and before
cockcrow, for at this signal the toad disappears; yet, his master finds it back
home when he returns there.

The art of making destructive poisons is not known by all sorcerers. The
demon only communicates this secret to the squad leaders of his gangs, when
they have given big guarantees. Yet, we know something of the way they do
it. The devil indicates the day and the time when they have to collect the
ingredients. These are toads, grass snakes, lizards, snails, other reptiles and
insects, with several plants that he points out. Sometimes, when the sorcerers
look for the ingredients, they are accompanied by the demon because,
without him, they would not sufficiently make out what is required. He
charms all ingredients with words and signs that he calls his blessing while
the sorcerers skin the live animals with their teeth, mince them finely while
they are still alive, put them into a pot with small bones and the brains of
dead people that they took in churchyards; they mix them with the crushed
herbs, throw the greenish water given by the toads over it and boil the
mixture until everything is burned to ashes. This calcination is finally ground
to powder. Then, moistened by the water of the reptiles, it forms an ointment
of which each sorcerer takes the part that is his own. Sometimes, it is left in
powder form because some sorcerers believe that it makes more evil thus,
particularly when the aim is to harm crops or to poison the substances that
the one whom one wants to harm has to feed on.

It is also said that the devil never appreciates his worshippers more than
when they offer him a stew made of the flesh of dead Christians. If a young
child died without baptism, they do all they can to get hold of him or her.
They remove one of his or her arms, the fingers of which they light. Thanks
to this light, they can see everywhere without being seen themselves; at night,
they enter churches, search the tombs and rob them. Then, they shut them
again so well that no one can notice this desecration. With their master, they
feast on Christian flesh, which they find delicious.

We shall not go any further into these pictures full of horror. These
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abominations did take place, and if you believe that the guests of Hell did not
take part in them, you will probably acknowledge that the monsters who did
all that, and even worse, were no longer men.

Falodsto
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XLII. SOME MORE DEVILRIES

Falodsto

In so vast a subject, without question,
Always tell; you won’t have said everything.

t}%& EUSTACHE LENOBLE

Under almost all their aspects, we have seen the characters who give up
the City of God to enroll under Satan’s banner; the majority has failed to
separate from him.

It would be easy for us to multiply these narratives, for, in the chronicles
of all the peoples, there were dealings with the spirit of evil in all periods.
They can be found in our civilization from the first days. The Salic laws
undertake carefully to punish the magical arts. Under the first race, an officer
of the crown, Mummol, was sentenced for crimes in which the presence of
magic was acknowledged. We can see men and women whose successes we
attribute to the pacts that they have made with the devil or with a few of his
representatives. Yet, there are crimes that serve as pacts. In a book where the
charms of the mind season science so well'?, Count Amédée de Beaufort
relates an adventure of this kind with his beautiful talent; it is the tradition of
the Iron distaff. It is relevant to quote it here in a slightly summarized form:

“Jeanne Lambert, who was born in the hamlet of Saissac'®, was loved
because she was wise and was admired because she was beautiful. She
admired herself and her beauty was to be her ruin. She complained because
she only wore a simple woolen camlet whereas gold and precious stones
abounded on the brocade dresses of old Lady of Saissac when, followed by
her pages and varlets, she came to church and knelt down on a sumptuous
velvet cushion. Poor Jeanne! She did not know that, if woman’s heart opens
to vanity, her enemy the serpent keeps watch and prowls around her.

“One day, she had seen the young chatelaine of Saissac in the village
church. She hadn’t prayed; guilty desires had entered her heart. ‘Ah!l’ she said,
‘what’s the use of being beautiful if I must look after sheep...

“Then, a tall being wearing a monk’s habit appeared in front of her.

129 Legends and Popular Traditions of France (provinces of the Midi). In-8), 1840, in Paris, at
Debécourt’s.
130 In the part of Languedoc that constitutes the department of Aude today.
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““I have come to grant your wish,” he said... “T'ake this ring; you only have
to say the words that are engraved around it and your wish will be
accomplished.’

“When he had said these words, he disappeared. Jeanne, who had been
frightened at first, saw the ring on her finger. The mysterious being had
attached no condition to the gift of this ring; she kept it. Although she did
not dare to use it, she became dreamy and proud for eight days.

“On an evening, withdrawn in her small bedroom, she was looking at her
talisman and thinking. Suddenly, her hair uncoiled as if untied by an invisible
hand; her hair flooded her neck with its silken waves.

““How beautiful my hair is!” she exclaimed. ‘If I wanted, I could crown
myself with a velvet hood, topped with a countess’ crown. Oh! How beautiful
I would be and how I would like to see myself thus!’

“And, without thinking, she read the all-powerful words of the ring.

“She immediately found herself seated in front of a strangely chiseled
mirror; she saw herself in the splendor that was her ambition, and a voice
told her:

“Jeanne, you are as beautiful as a queen.... See how this finery suits your
figure, how this rich attire looks as if it had been made for you: ask, and all
that shall be yours!’

“Fifteen days later, in the chapel of the castle of Saissac, an old chaplain
was blessing the marriage of young Count of Saissac with beautiful Jeanne.

“Therefore, she was a countess; she was rich and bejeweled. Yet,
happiness had not followed her in this high fortune. Gauthier of Saissac loved
Jeanne passionately, but Jeanne did not care that he loved her: what she
wanted now was a chatelaine’s power, the obedience of many vassals, the
admiration of high and powerful lords. She was Countess of Saissac, indeed,
but this was just a title: command was still in the hands of old Lord of
Saissac...

“What means did she use to annihilate a power that offended her? Did
she use the power of the ring? Nobody knows. It is only said that, during a
stormy night, pitiful cries were heard coming from the bedroom of the old
Lord of Saissac. People rushed to him and he was agonizing. Jeanne gave him
sumptuous funerals.
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“Six months later, Jeanne wanted to increase her power. One day, richly
armed and holding a mace in her hand, she was seen lightly dashing on her
palfrey and going, at the head of four hundred men-at-arms, on a few of these
expeditions of the thirteenth century when powerful lords plundered weaker
lords, and she developed a taste for these exercises.

“Young Count of Saissac, who suffered from a wasting disease, soon
passed away during these moves, and Jeanne became the sovereign mistress
of the castellany. “To get to this point, she had uttered the magical words of
the ring more than once, but success hadn’t quenched her devouring
ambition. With the Lord of Montolieu, her neighbor, she quarreled on
boundaries and had him summoned to come and pay homage to her.’

““Tell the Countess of Saissac,” the baron answered, ‘that in France the
distaff must never fight against the sword.”

““Good,” the proud chatelaine said when she received this answer:
‘Jeanne of Saissac’s distaff is heavier than the Lord of Montolieu’s sword.’

“She armed her vassals and, instead of a mace, she took an iron distaff
for herself. The power of the ring can leave no doubt as regards the outcome
of the fight: the knight was defeated, brought down by Jeanne’s formidable
weapon. He was still able to hear the derisive words that she directed at him
when she dealt him a final blow of her dreadful distaff.

“She persisted with this way of life for twenty years. Yet one evening, as
she was sitting, sad and serious, in front of the large fireplace of the manor,
there was a sudden storm and, in a bolt of lightning, Jeanne saw a huge
shadow draw itself up in front of her. She recognized the monk.

““Who are you?’ she exclaimed, grasping her faithful distaff.

“Drop this gun: it is useless against me,” the horrible ghost told her, and
the distaff fell down, broken. ‘Can’t you recognize me? 1 have come for the
ring that I gave you twenty years ago.”

“Terrified, Jeanne wanted to tear the ring off her finger but she failed to.

““Oh! Not this way,” the monk said, ‘this ring is the first in the chain that
binds you to me.’

“Jeanne wanted to try to struggle.

““What pact binds me to you?’ she exclaimed. ‘Have I promised anything
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to you in exchange for the ring?’

“Indeed, you haven’t,” the monk said. ‘I wouldn’t have suggested to you
a pact that you would have rejected. Although you were just a simple
shepherdess by then, I knew what use you would make of power, and I gave
you that power. You are not mine because of the ring, you are mine because
you are a parricide, because you have sucked the blood of your vassals,
because you have shed your neighbors’ blood; you belong to me through
your crimes and I have come to claim you.”

“When he had said these words, he laid his burning hand on Jeanne’s
shoulder, then he took her in his arms and, taking a run-up, he pushed back
the manor with his foot and the manor crumbled down under this powerful
effort.”

In the country, people say that the castle could not be rebuilt, and when,
on a dark night of November, people hear the wind wail when it rushes into
the ruins of the manor, old men tell their frightened grandchildren:

“Be careful! It is the chatelaine spinning her distaff.”

We have reported several legends in which the devil has not triumphed
so well because the ones whom he tried to deceive did not lapse into crime
so widely.

Falodsto
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EPILOGUE. THE EXCOMMUNICATED

Falodsto

Whoever is not with me is against me,
and whoever does not gather with me scatters.

& MaTTHEW 12:30

The man who, enrolled in Jesus Christ’s militia by baptism and by
profession of the Christian symbol, gives up his banner is called an apostate,
a renegade and a traitor. He offends God and the Church, which is the great
Christian family; he causes himself to be expelled from it. The act that rejects
him is called “excommunication”.

Separated from God, he cannot stay in a neutral state. Satan, who
inspired him, now reckons him among his own.

Therefore, a direct attack against God and the Church gives birth to a
formal, though tacit, pact with the demon.

Indeed, the excommunicated person can recover from this great
downfall and return into the holy fold. We might quote a few examples of
that, but they are rare. In most cases, those who promote heresy have not
enjoyed the happiness of being able to expiate down here. From Simon
Magus to the leaders of Protestantism, from the thousands of sects that came
out of it to doctors in anti-Christian philosophy, barely one percent of these
stray sheep managed to find the way again.

Cowardly and dissolute hearts find it easy to move away from God, who
does not practice violence. It is not as easy to break free from Satan’s
bondage.

A few of the great excommunicated persons were obviously strangled or
violently put to death by the devil, and we have seen several apostates of our
time lapse into stupidity at the moment when people were trying to bring
them back to God.

Relying on an old chronicle, we have related the frightful end of Count
William III'3'. When they read the story of this man, who was publicly
abducted by the devil on the market square of Macon in the presence of a
large crowd, several of our readers have managed to say that this narrative

131 Legend XVIIL
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was a fable, like most of those who have been adulterating history since the
last century. Yet, how could we explain the fact that, immediately after the
abduction of the excommunicated petson, his son Guy, giving up his States,
took refuge in Cluny with his children at the same time as thirty knights?
How explain that his vassals or his friends, who had witnessed the fact, all
became monks with him, and that their wives, who were just as terrified,
became nuns in the abbey of Marcigny?

Yet, there are also excommunicated persons who are not reported,
whom nothing points at, who do not suspect the way that is taken by their
souls themselves. By explaining the meaning of these words: “Whoever is not
with me is against me,” the Church declared as anathematized the ones who
trample on some articles of the divine charter, particularly the third and the
fourth commandments of the Church.

Let the ones who can pray indeed pray for these unfortunate people,
who, strangers to Christian communion, circulate around us in so great
numbers and do not think of this sad result that makes them Satan’s
prisoners.

There would be many more things to collect on the relationships that
keep existing between the guests of Hell and the inhabitants of this globe.
We shall find them in two other volumes: the one contains the Legends of
Spirits and Demons and the other one contains the Legends of the Other World,
which includes the story of Paradise, purgatory and Hell. In the Legends of the
Old Testament, we can also see the unfortunate origins of these relationships,
and in the Legends of the New Testament, the restrictions brought by the divine
Redeemer on the domains of God’s opponent.

Let us say it again: these relationships between mankind and evil spirits
still exist. To find themselves convinced, those who doubt the existence of
these relationships can read the important book that has just been published
by Knight Gougenot des Mousseaux'3?, a book that was written with as much
taste as reason, approved by religious authorities and medical authorities of
very great weight and that is full of very strange facts and of a lively and
unflagging interest. In that book, we shall see that past pacts with the devil
have their contemporary continuation and that we are surrounded by magical

132 Magic in the Nineteenth Century: Its Agents, Its Truths, Its Lies, by Knight Gougenot des
Mousseaux. A beautiful in-8) volume. Publisher: Henri Plon, rue Garanciére, 8, in Paris. 1861.
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facts.

With his rare common sense, Mr. des Mousseaux points out himself
trickeries in these kinds of eccentric deeds and distortions of the truth in
several narratives. At the beginning of this book, we said ourselves that
several of the legends that it contains were only fables. The reader managed
to make it out. Yet these fables are arguments. Errors are often the
unintentional supports of the truth.

We have given legends where the devil was mystified, particularly The
Bale of Straw, The Devil’s Barn and a few others, which may well not be definite
facts. Prosper de Vallerange, the author of the remarkable book entitled Pax-
Latinism, a book that particularly and very vivaciously concerns nationalities
of Latin and Gallic origins, mentions a counterpatt for The Devil’s Barn in
another book that is just as strange!®. It is The Freemasons’ Barn. This barn
exists in Beauce and the workmen who built it have left two rafters unlaid.
“From then on, it was impossible to finish it because the ones who built it
were Freemasons and because those people are sorcerers who have made a
pact with the devil'*, which is the reason why they are the only ones who
can finish this work. On several occasions, the owner of this barn had
workmen lay the two missing rafters and finish the unfinished Freemasons’
work, but in the following night, the added work was always destroyed.”

Regarding this tale, the author of this book quotes another legend
extracted from Picturesque Spain that has got analogies with The Devil’s Bridge
in Shellenen Valley, The Devil’s Wall in England and other buildings the daring
aspect of which surprises us: it is the popular history of the aqueduct of
Segovia.

“In bygone times, people could only find water!3 in Segovia by fetching
it two leagues away from town. It is related that, one day, in the time of
Emperor Hadrian, a parish priest’s servant, tired of going so far to draw
water, said, dropping down with weariness:

“TI would give my soul to avoid having to run such errands every day.’

“T accept it,” a voice very close to the young girl answered.

133 The Clergy, the Upper Middle Classes, the People, the Ancien Régime and New Ideas, by Prosper
de Vallerange, the author of pan-Latinism, the Gallic-Latin and Celtic-Gallic confederation; in-8).
Published by Passard. 1861.

134 It is the opinion of the good people in the countryside.

135 Drinkable water; for a river does flow through Segovia, but its water is very unhealthy.
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“The poor thing turned round and saw a beautiful rider, dressed in velvet
and silk, who was looking at her with a smile. She felt her fright disappear;
she thought that this could not be the devil, but rather some student who was
visiting Segovia.

“Thus,’ the devil resumed, ‘you give me your soul if I bring water to your
house?’

“Yes, sefior.

“The devil touched the two pitchers, which instantly became full of the
clearest and purest water.

“When she returned to the rectory, the young girl, who had been
thinking, realized that she might nevertheless have been dealing with the
devil; she related what had taken place to the parish priest and she started to
cty.

“Don’t be afraid,” the parish priest told her, Tl sort it out. Call
Beelzebub.’

“The servant obeyed. The devil appeared as a beautiful rider, but dressed
as a bricklayer, a pickaxe in his hand.

“The parish priest had taken his sprinkler, which was flowing with holy
water.

““Who gave you authority on this child?” he asked the devil.
“‘Herself,” he answered.

“She is underage,” the parish priest resumed, ‘she cannot be under your
authority.’

“It is an either/or situation: either she gave me her soul and I'll take her
away or she lied to me and I’ll take her away anyway.”

“The parish priest sprinkled the devil with holy water. The devil begged
to capitulate.

“So be it,’ the parish priest said, ‘make your suggestions and we shall

>

see.

“T want to be agreeable to you,” the devil said. ‘Instead of bringing water
for you only, I shall bring water for the whole town.’

“‘And how long shall this water flow?’
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“For... forever. Yet, shall I have your servant’s soul?’

““You shall have it if your labor is finished before the sun reappears on
the horizon.’

“I could never do that,” the devil said. ‘I would need at least three days.’
“TIt is my last word,’” the parish priest said.

“The devil accepted.

“TFather!’ the utterly frightened young girl whispered very low.

“Be quiet, he shall have nothing at all. Go and put the clock in my
bedroom back an hour.’

““What time is it?’ the devil asked.
““Midnight,” the parish priest said.

““Midnight,” the devil whispered. “The sun appears at two fifty; I have got
enough time.’

On the following day, the good Segovians admired the fabulous aqueduct
that had been built in a few moments; the parish priest and the servant were
there. The thing is, the devil, who had been deceived as regarded the time,
had been unable to complete his work in time. Just at the moment when the
sun rose, he was holding the stone that was to complete his work and that he
could not lay. He had lost.

Therefore, this legend is a tale, as a few other ones that we could read in
the course of this volume. Yet, these traditions are no less useful to keep, if
only to fight against Boileau’s opinion, who only found poetry in shameful,
absurd paganism, and also to establish that the universal opinion on the
devil’s facts and maneuvers relies on real elements that were sometimes
embroidered and served as inspiration for others.

Falodsto

THE END
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L

Laubardemont, in charge of the affair of
Urbain Grandier., 259

Legrand d’Aussy, quoted., 34, 35

Leo X anathematizes Luther’s writings.,
204, 205

Leriche (Abbot), a true, serious historian
of the possession of Loudun., 261,
275

Leroux de Lincy (Mr), quoted., 32

Lion (the), Duke Henry of Brunswick.,
105

Lord Champfleury’s pact with the devil,,
ix, 111

Louise de Budes. A tradition on her
death., 265

Lucifer. His fear of Franciscans., 139

Ludovic, the usurer of Lucques, his end.,
ix, 139

Ludwig de Boubenhore’s pact with the
devil, x, 253

Luther’s prayer., 217

Luthet’s socialism., 209

Luther’s table words., 217

M

Magic in Sweden nowadays., 309

Magic. Its antiquity., ix, 17

Magnetism explains the affair of the
possession of Loudun,, 257

Marshal (the) of Tamine., x, 171

Mary, Lord Champfleury’s wife, 111

Melancholy pleases the devil., 277

Melanchthon whisked away by Luther.,
x, 216, 223

Mephistopheles, Faust’s demon., 164,
166, 167, 168

Meulens (Jean). His pact with the devil.,
61, 66

Michel Servet., 231

Miller (the) of Maastricht. His legend., ix,
99

Monk of Saire (Legend of the)., x, 175

Morand (the doctor), a witness of the
wonders of the Saint-Médard
churchyard., 133, 250

Mormons (the), quoted., 228

Mousseaux (Knight Gougenot des),
quoted., 322, 323

N

Nero as favorable to wizards., 9, 11, 12,
13

Night Bird (the), in the legend of Ninon
de Lenclos., x, 263, 265

Ninon de Lenclos. Her legend., x, 263,
265

(0]

Obsessed petsons., x, 275

Olivier, a builder who makes a pact with
the devil,, ix, 151

Olivier, a forensic demon., 40

Olivier’s pact with the devil,, ix, 151

Labite or Lavite, also known as the
Abbot of Little Common Sense,
Vaudois, 287

Osmone. His anecdote on Virgil., 28

P

Pact (A) in Caesarea Maritima., ix, 45
Pacts at the Sabbat., x, 283
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Pagan temples infected with demons.,
206

Paris, deacon of Saint-Médard. Wonders
at his tomb., x, 243

Paulmy (the marquis of). His note on
Calvin., 235

Peter (St.). His struggles against Simon
Magus., ix, 5, 8, 283, 285, 321

Peter the Galatian (St.). An account of
his life., 278

Phantasmagoria of the devil., x, 275

Philip of Hesse, landgrave, allowed by
Luther to have two wives., 214

Philosophies. What they lead to., 3

Philostratus, writes the novel of
Apollonius of Tyana., 14

Plato, the wisest of pagans., 3

Possessed persons., x, 275

Preaching devil (the). What he did in
Lucques., ix, 139

Prelati, a charlatan who deceives the
Marshal of Retz., 135

David Georges. His eccentricities,, x,
227,228,229

Pride implanted in man by original sin., 2

Prophets (the) of Dauphiné., x, 237

Protestant ministers. Their charity., x,
219, 220

R

Red Tower (the), a sinister building in
Ghent., 197

Reformation. Its progression., 231

Richard The Featless., ix, 89, 91, 92

Robert the Devil. His legend., ix, 73

Rodenstein (the lord of)., ix, 121, 125,
126

Roderick, the last king of the Goths. His
legend., ix, 69

S

Saccite (brother). The devil takes this
disguise., 159, 160

Saint-Aubin, a Calvinist, an unfaithful
writer on the possession of Loudun.,
258, 261

Saint-Médard chutchyard., 242, 243, 244,
246, 247,277

INFERNAL LEGENDS

Satan or the devil. Shapes that he takes at
the Sabbat., 286

Scheurenhof. Catastrophe in this manor.,
289

Schuppart. An obsessed man., 277

Seminary of prophets., 238

Sibylla of Burgundy, the Lady with
golden legs., 127

Sillé. His cooperation with Prelati., 135

Simon Magus’ infernal dog., 10

Simony. Where it comes from., 5

Sorcerers and witches., x, 283

Sorcerers’ ointments., 283

Speaking bronze head., 26

Suicide hands the soul over to Satan.,
177

The Fabulous Deeds of 1 irgil, the Son of a
Knight of the Ardennes; book of the
Middle Ages, 19, 26

T

Talisman, fly., 24

Tartara, the victory cry of the prophets
of Dauphiné., 241

The confession attempted by a demon.,
x, 187

The eccentricity of a demon., x, 187

The excommunicated ones., x, 321

The impossible humility of demons., x,
187

The Marshal of Tamine’s pact with the
devil, x, 171

The possessions of the Church. What
their plundering brought about., 210

Sabbat. Desctiption; the demons are
sometimes represented by scoundrels
there; the bandits’ Sabbats, x, 283

The strange miracles of the Saint-Médard
churchyard., 242, 243, 244, 246, 247,
277

The witch of Barklay, the devil’s prey., ix,
97

Tieck (Louis)
His book entitled The Witches’ Sabbat.,

287
Tiffauges (forest of)., 135, 137
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U

Utrbain Grandier. His true stoty., x, 257,
258, 259, 261, 275, 285

v

Vaillant, a supporter of the wonders of
the Saint-Médard churchyard., 251
Vallerange (Prosper de), quoted., 323
Vaudois, possessed heretics., 283
Vauderie, a synonym for magic, 287
Virgil of Salzburg., 19
Virgil. His legend as a wizard., 21
Virgil’s fabulous mirrors., 23

W

Wagner, a disciple of Faust., 163
Widmann, a historian of Faust., 164
William III, the last count of Burgundy

(Franche-Comté), his end., ix, 127
William the Red killed by the devil., 71
Worshippers of the devil., 314
Wrycliffe., 217, 237

Y

Ynde or Ylde, Robert the Devil’s
mother., 73

Z
Zwingli., 216, 220, 237
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